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2011 Business meeting minutes		
SOCIETY FOR REFORMATION RESEARCH
BUSINESS MEETING
29 OCTOBER 2011, FORT WORTH


Meeting called to order at 5:10 

1:  Approval of Minutes
Anne Jacobson Schutte noted that Peter Auski's name had been misspelled on the agenda, but since the officers recently learned that he was no longer involved in programming, Mack Holt noted that he shouldn't be there anyway.  The minutes were then approved unanimously.


2:  Nominating Committee Report (Ron Rittgers)
Ron Rittgers summarized the report that was submitted electronically before the Executive Council meeting and that is attached to those minutes.  He recognized the other members of the committee (Karen Spierling and Anne Jacobson Schutte) and described the process of soliciting nominations.  

Ron Rittgers then noted that he had received confirmation from all nominees that they would be willing to be considered for appointment as officers.  He presented this slate of candidates to the membership, and Mack Holt asked if there were additional nominations.  Given that no further nominations were made, he asked for approval of the Nominating Committee's slate of new officers for 2012, and the attendees approved it unanimously.


3:  Membership and Treasurer’s Report (Jeff Tyler, Janis Gibbs, and Robert Christman)
Mack Holt began by briefly summarizing how the transition from Jeff Tyler and Janis Gibbs to Robert and Victoria Christman as the Treasurer and Membership Officer worked.  Jeff Tyler, Janis Gibbs, and Robert Christman then each gave their presentations based on the online reports they had submitted before the meeting and that are attached to the Executive Council minutes.

Jeff Tyler provided membership and subscription information.  The statistics show a bounce upward in subscriptions in 2009, then back to previous level, and he ascribed this movement to volume 100 of the Archive.  There is a relatively consistent membership of c. 100-120 active members plus 10 new people in 2010-11.  

Janis Gibbs presented the Treasurer's report.  The SRR is in good financial shape, and we haven't had to touch endowments, etc. for several years.  She also drew attention two areas in the report she felt might be confusing.  The first was a data error; we do not have $100 in undeposited funds.  The second was a persistent, revolving, accounts receivable total that exists primarily because of institutional accounts.  Janis recommended that we just write off vastly overdue institutional accounts.  Our assets are a little more than $49,000.

Robert Christman gave updates since he and Victoria Christman took over the Membership and Treasurer responsibilities.  He described their division of responsibilities, with him handling the Treasurer's duties and Victoria dealing with Membership and Subscriptions.  He also noted that the numbers were in flux since we're in the middle of our annual membership renewal.  With that in mind, he reminded members to renew their memberships and provided forms at the back of the room.  

Susan Karant-Nunn asked Robert to describe any plans that have been made about making the Chrisman funds an endowment.  Robert summarized the conversation he had with the Society's banker on this topic and that the banker thought that we didn't have enough yet to set up an endowment account.  Susan urged that we work to make it a full endowment.  Jeff Tyler urged the members to be sure that, when they sent money for the Chrisman fund, they made the checks out to the Chrisman fund.  Moneys for that endowment would be accepted at any time.

Mack Holt ended these reports by thanking Janis Gibbs and Jeff Tyler for their service.


4:  Nischan Award and Chrisman Fellowship (Mack Holt)
Mack Holt described how the nomination and selection system worked (for example, that the Executive Committee was the search committee) and that there had been a delay in the Nischan Award because of unintended consequences of not holding a 2009 meeting.  The 2010 Nischan award was actually going to two people because of strong feelings among the membership that they really do work together as a team.  The 2010 winners were Tom and Kathy Brady, and both accepted the award.  Tom also said a few words in their names thanking the Society and explaining what it meant to receive this recognition. 

Mack Holt also noted that he would soon send an email about nominations for the 2012 Nischan award.  Nominations are to be sent to Kay Edwards, and the Executive Council will decide on the winners.

Mack Holt also presented the winners for the 2009 and 2011 Chrisman awards and explained the award's origins. He then recognized Bronywn McShea, who won the 2009 award for a project entitled "Cultivating a New World: The Jesuits' Social Vision for France and North America" (Yale University) directed by Carlos Eire.  She is now on a one-year fellowship at the Institut für Europäische Geschichte Mainz.  Amy Rogers Hayes is the winner of the 2011 Chrisman for a dissertation entitled "Gender, Education, and Childhood in Sixteenth-Century London."  She is at Georgetown University where she is being advised by Jo Ann Moran Cruz and Amy Leonard.  


5:  Archive for Reformation History Report (Mack Holt)
Because neither Brad Gregory nor Randall Zachman could attend the Business meeting, Mack Holt presented their report; it was based on the report they submitted online and is attached to the Executive Council minutes.  He noted that Ute Lotz-Heumann was now the sole European editor and that she, Brad, and Randall were in the process of organizing the submissions review and other editorial processes.


6:  Programming  (Kay Edwards)
Because neither Megan Armstrong nor Rudy Almasy could attend the Business meeting, Kay Edwards presented their report based on their online submission; that submission is attached to the Executive Council minutes.  The SRR sponsored 17 sessions and roundtables at this year's SCSC, 3 at the International Medieval Congress (Kalamazoo), and 2 at AHA/ASCH.  The members in attendance were told that they could there find an exact breakdown of the paper and panel topics and the presenters for each session in the detailed online report.


7: Web Page and ListServ (Mack Holt)
The listserv for the SRR is now at Notre Dame, and Mack Holt and David Whitford have also updated the webpage, whose url is reformationresearch.org.  Temporarily Mack will continue to update it.


8:  Other New Business
2017 anniversary committee: As chair of the committee, David Whitford described the current status of the proposed joint meeting between the SRR and the Verein für Reformationsgeschichte that the SRR membership has already endorsed.  The proposed theme for the meeting is "Relationships between Christians, Jews, and Muslims in the Reformation Era."  Mack Holt confirmed that the committee had the SRR's backing to continue working on this meeting.  David also noted that the SRR was discussing with the Society for Biblical Literature about jointly offering sessions in 2016-17 on the Complutensian Polyglot and Novum Instrumentum at SBL's meeting.  

NEH Seminar:  David Whitford introduced the possibility of developing an NEH seminar in either 2016-2017 on Luther and the Reformation, but he stressed that he is still working on the logistics and asked for help with the NEH, especially from anyone with experience and expertise in writing for the NEH.

Refo500:  David Whitford wondered if the SRR would be interested in working on coordinating or co-sponsoring some projects with the Refo500 group in The Netherlands when our interests align?

Comments on Preceding Topics:  Susan Karant-Nunn noted that the topic for the joint SRR/Verein meeting came from the Verein.

Anne Jacobson Schutte asked David Whitford to tell where Refo500 is based (Theological University Apeldoorn) and who's in charge (Hermann Selderhuis is the director, although coordinators and sponsors come from Europe, the Americas, and Asia).  David explained that Refo500 is a network of various learned societies focusing on activities involving Reformation studies, and he's found that it's a good way to disseminate information about conferences, publications, etc. [For further information about Refo500, see their English-language website at http://www.refo500.nl/en/news/.]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Information about the Verein für Reformationsgeschichte:  Ute Lotz-Heumann introduced herself as the new liaison between the two societies and reported some information from the Verein's last meeting.  She noted that Hans Schilling has now retired and Thomas Kaufmann will be the new president; she also reported on the other new officers of the Verein.  She described her role as a bridge between the SRR and the Verein and stressed that she wants to be transparent in her dealings with both groups.  She also noted that the next Verein meeting will be in June 2012.  Several topics being considered at this time by the Verein that she thinks will be particularly interesting for SRR members are the establishment of a graduate student list or listserv, the development of a graduate student conference sometime after all the 2017 meetings, and more faculty exchange between German and U.S. institutions. 


The meeting ajourned at 5:52pm


Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn A. Edwards


SOCIETY FOR REFORMATION RESEARCH
BUSINESS MEETING
16 OCTOBER 2010,  MONTREAL

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 PM

1:  Approval of Minutes

The minutes were approved as submitted by voice vote.

2:  Nominating Committee Report [see attached]

Mack Holt presented the officers nominated by the Executive Council for approval:

Susan Karant-Nunn – Vice President and President Elect
Robert and Victoria Christman – Treasurer and Membership Secretary

No other nominations were made from the floor; the slate was approved without dissent.

Praise was offered for the yeoman work done by Jeff Tyler and Janis Gibbs as Treasurer and Membership Secretary over the years as well as for their work making the necessary arrangements with Luther College for the transfer of their offices there.  Jeff indicated that they would continue in their offices for the remainder of the membership cycle to smooth the transition.   A round of applause followed.

3:  Issues regarding elections for terms ending Dec. 31, 2010

Mack Holt explained that, because no meeting was held in 2009, it had been decided to let officers continue an additional year in their terms.  Owing to difficulties getting together a full slate of nominees for all the vacant position, it was decided to conduct the elections via email.  The positions would be:

Recording Secretary 
Nominating Committee 
Executive Council – Member at Large

Megan Armstrong would continue for one year as Program Chair.

Members should expect to receive ballots through the ListServ beginning in early December.

4:  Membership and Treasurer’s Report
[See attached]
a) Membership Report
Jeff Tyler discussed the current membership situation.  On account of the economy, sabbaticals, and leaves, membership numbers had been up and down.  One change has been to move the renewal cycle to summer which allows better estimations of how many copies of the journal need to be ordered.  The transition to Luther College would be completed over the course of 2011. Jeff thanked all those who had helped in negotiations with Luther.

Three outstanding issues need to be resolved.  First of all there was the matter of back issues, mostly from the early 2000s; an email would go out to the membership to see if members want copies for their libraries.  Second were the archives.  We are trying to collect records of the Society from individuals, but questions remain of what to do with the documents.  For the moment, they should be sent to Robert and Victoria Chrisman at Luther.  Finally, again the issue of incorporation was raised.  While it is clumsy to move from one state to another, this needs to be examined closely.

b) Treasurer’s Report
Janis Gibbs reported that we are solvent and have even made a bit of money, despite the fact that interest incomes have been negligible.  Since the Society has none of its money in equities, we suffered no loss on account of the stock market crisis.  

Major expenses included the Chrisman award ($2000) and $750 for the reception for Eric Midelfort and Anne Schutte at the St. Louis meeting -- $250 of the latter was a donation from an anonymous member.  It was noted that bank service charges were rather high; this is because Gütersloh wants payment via wire transfer so we end up paying transaction costs -- $45 per transfer.  Currently the Chrisman Fellowship is paid out of the operating budget.

Janis pointed out some issues with the Accounts Receivable section of the budget – the numbers here reflect rotating accounts with book sellers who pay on a fixed schedule.  None of the Receivables are for individuals.  There are a few bad debts from institutions that ultimately will have to be written off.

5:  Nischan Award and Chrisman Fellowship

The Nischan Award is given in even-numbered years.  In 2008 the award was given to Bob Kingdon and had been announced before the SCSC on account of his poor health.  Because we did not meet in Geneva in 2009, no nominations for this year had been put forward, but it will be given this year.  A few names had been mentioned and Mack Holt solicited additional nominations.  The Executive Council would subsequently decide on the award.

The Chrisman Fellowship is awarded in odd-numbered years.  The 2009 winner was Bronwen McShea of Yale University.  An announcement will shortly be going out for this year’s cycle.  The deadline for application/nominations is February 1.  David Whitford noted that on the flier it still says that the award is for $1500, even though it had been raised to $2000.  This would be corrected.  Meanwhile, application materials should be sent to Mack Holt via email.


7:  Archive for Reformation History Report [see attached]

Brad Gregory reported on the transfer of the editorial offices of the Archive to Notre Dame.  Carlos Eire had approved Randall Zachman and Brad as the new North American editors, providing that Notre Dame would provide sufficient institutional support.  The college has provided a one-year rotation graduate fellowship for a student assistant.  The ListServ is now housed at Notre Dame with Randall as administrator.  Notre Dame also is home to the website:  ARG.nd.edu.

The new editors have already starting receiving manuscripts; now that matters are settled on this side of the Atlantic, they will begin working closely with the German side to complete the transition.  

Brad offered his thanks to Anne Schutte and Susan Karant-Nunn for their leadership of the journal and their help with the transition.  The audience seconded his comments with applause.

8:  Programming

a. SCSC
[See attached].  Mack Holt indicated that SRR was limited to sponsoring ten sessions.  Susan Karant-Nunn asked why SCSC got nervous about us going above ten.  Mack explained that we are the largest presence among the affiliated society.  SCSC just wants to make sure that everyone is represented.  In any event, the final number is flexible and open to negotiation.  Amy Nelson Burnett pointed out the scheduling problems that arise when too many sessions are scheduled by affiliated societies.
b. Kalamazoo
[See attached].  SRR organized a record number of 3 sessions this year.  They always make a point of plugging SRR and seeking new members.  Rudi Almasy noted that there had been some problems last year scheduling sessions while Maureen Thum recovered from her heart attack, but that she had recovered fully and things were moving along very well.
c. AHA/ASCH
2 Sessions had been organized for the 2011 AHA meeting.  An email will be sent out later with details.

9: Other New Business

Susan Karant-Nunn reminded everyone that 2017 was coming and it was time to begin thinking about organizing sessions.  We also need to be thinking about what the SRR might want to do.  She discussed her meeting with the Wissenschaftliche Beirat in Berlin about planning.  A small conference, “Reformation 500” was being planned under the leadership of Hermann Selderhuis.  Meetings towards this end were being held in February 2011 and Summer 2011 and they will be soliciting affiliations from organizations.  She asked whether it be time to set up an ad hoc committee to begin work on planning.  

Scott Hendrix pointed out that a Luther congress was planned for Wittenberg in 2017 and suggested perhaps a conference in conjunction with that meeting.  Ward Holder moved that the nominating committee be charged with setting up a 2017 planning committee.  Mack asked if the membership approved the motion for the President and Executive Council to set up an ad hoc committee on 2017.  The motion was approved.

David Whitford earnestly pleaded to have someone take over the website.  Mack Holt noted that it was out of date and needed to be updated.  It would make sense for the SRR website to be operated out of Notre Dame.

The meeting adjourned at 5:55 PM


Respectfully Submitted,



Wm. Bradford Smith

